
South Africa’s infrastructure is 
being stolen and vandalised at  
an alarming rate. 

The main targets are Eskom, Transnet 
and Telkom, resulting in disruptions to 
electricity, communication, transport 
and other services.

Besides frequent disruptions to our power and other 
essential services, the theft of cables and metal 
infrastructure hurts the country’s productivity, economic 
growth and employment. 

Criminals are selling the stolen infrastructure 
to illegal scrap merchants who then export it. 

That is why the government is proposing 
a six-month ban on scrap metal exports, 
which will remove a major market for 
stolen infrastructure. 

This will make it unprofitable for criminals to 
steal our good infrastructure.

If you share our concern over this issue, which 
is seriously damaging our economy, please 
send your thoughts to the government before  
26 August when the period for public comment 
on the proposed legislative changes closes.

Send your comments directly to 
scrapmetalpolicy2022@thedtic.gov.za 

Let’s make our voices heard!

While the direct cost to the utility companies 
is estimated at   R7 billion per year,   the 
knock-on effect on the wider economy  
is as high as:

R187 billionper year

Economic and personal cost

All of us are also paying the price for this 
vandalism and theft through:
•  load shedding, higher electricity rates, additional 

cell phone charges, increased transport costs,  
taxes and levies.

Items that are damaged or stolen include:
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